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Christmas 1966, 50 years ago, the Hôtel des 
Dromonts, the most symbolic of Avoriaz’s 
buildings, welcomed its first clients and showbiz 
stars. In Morzine and Avoriaz we'll be celebrating 
this anniversary throughout winter. Today we can 
see how much the resort has grown over the 
years, how successful it is and how it has had an 
influence on the development and evolution of 
the town and beyond. The adventure is not over 
… projects are underway to prepare for the future 
whilst always respecting its unique architecture 
and its place in the local environment.

Morzine (village) won’t be left behind and is 
also transforming with the refurbishment of 
the existing buildings in the centre and the 
construction of top of the range chalets in 
the suburbs, projects that confirm the area’s 
appeal and dynamism.  The Le Plan area at 
the centre of Morzine is currently the subject 
of a reorganizational planning assessment, 
which includes the modification of the Local 
Urbanisation Plan and which means that private 
and communal land in that area will become 
constructible again (after being blocked since 
1980). Eventually this will enable the town to 
build housing, in particular social housing which 
is lacking in Morzine, and public infrastructure: 
car parks, streets, a bus station and pedestrian 
areas, lifts … the aim is to galvanise this area 
and create a link between the La Crusaz and the 
Bourg areas that doesn’t exist today. This layout 
will include the Morzine-Avoriaz cable car project.

Many other subjects are covered in this edition, 
such as human-powered transport, a review of 
building sites and projects as well as the town's 
news: all the topics that make up the daily 
activities of both town employees and elected 
officials …

Have a good read and a very happy festive season.

ÉDITORIAL

2 The	Mayor,	Gérard	BERGER
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This global project revolves around two key points. First, 

there is the construction of a cable car to connect the 

centre of Morzine with the Prodains area, a facility that 

provides the first link for the transportation of skiers and 

pedestrians with the station of Avoriaz. The second link is 

the Prodains Express built in 2012. The other point of this 

project is the renovation and enhancement of the area 

with the construction of a zone that will include housing, 

services, car parks, landscaped gardens, pedestrian areas, 

roads etc.

— GERARD BERGER, COULD YOU 
GIVE US A SHORT ACCOUNT OF 
THIS PROJECT?
Actually,	 work	 on	 this	 question	 has	 been	 undertaken	 by	

various	municipalities	since	the	80s.	It	was	around	then	that	

the	Plan	area	was	blocked	and	at	the	time	a	regrouping	of	

the	land	was	required.	I	won't	detail	all	the	stages,	it	would	

be	too	long,	but	already	in	the	90s	there	was	a	competition	

for	architectural	proposals	(won	by	the	Cottet-Puinel	office)	

with	a	project	that	mainly	involved	the	refurbishment	of	the	

embankment	and	which	also	aimed	to	renovate	the	whole	

Le	Plan	area.	This	blocked	situation	was	 then	broached	 in	

the	 PADD	 (Plan	 d'Aménagement	 et	 de	 Développement	

Durables	–	City	and	Sustainable	Development	Plan),	which	

the	 PLU	 (Plan	 Local	 d'Urbanisme	 –	 Local	 Urban	 Plan)	 is	

based	on	 and	which	 determines	 the	 general	 approach	 to	

town	planning,	a	PLU	which	was	approved	in	2008..

This	 PADD,	 written	 by	 the	 municipal	 officers	 who	 were	

in	 place	 from	 2001	 to	 2008,	 provided	 for «  a priority 

development of the Morzine, Avoriaz and Prodains areas 

that promote the development of businesses, services 

and artisans, whilst accounting for the management of 

urbanisation of the Plan and Prodains neighbourhoods, 

promoting cable car transportation between Morzine and 

Avoriaz and between the Prodains area and Avoriaz »...	

In	this	same	PADD	document	three	areas	had	been	classified	

as	2AU,	that	is	to	say	that	urbanisation	can	only	be	envisaged	

in	the	case	of	a	global	renovation	project,	something	we	call	

a	planning	positioning	document.	Those	three	areas	are	Les	

Avinières,	Les	Prodains	and	Le	Plan.

URBANISM

REORGANISING LE PLAN
> PUBLIC MEETING

  IN APRIL 2017 

WHAT'S HAPPENING
WITH THE PLAN 

PROJECT?

For over thirty years, successive municipal 

teams have looked for solutions to improve 

the critical situation of public transport, the 

saturation of traffic and parking, the links 

between Morzine and Avoriaz etc. Various 

councils made studies, often quite intricate 

and sometimes followed by requests for 

architectural proposals, without being able 

to achieve a global project that could solve 

all those problems. To help understand the 

Le Plan planning project undertaken by the 

town, the Mayor attempts to explain in this 

interview.
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— SO, WHY CHOOSE TO
REFURBISH THE LE PLAN AREA?
There	 were	 several	 simultaneous	 elements	 that	 encouraged	

us	 to	 move	 in	 that	 direction.	 First,	 there	 was	 the	 replacement	

of	 the	 Prodains	 cable	 car.	 It	 was	 a	 good	 opportunity	 to	 study	 a	

more	global	link	between	the	centre	of	Morzine	and	the	resort	of	

Avoriaz.	The	construction	of	the	Prodains	Express	cable	car	gave	

birth	to	the	idea	of	adding	another	"Morzine	–	Prodains"	link	to	the	

chain.	For	this	to	happen,	the	best	location	(technically)	to	build	the	

departure	station	turned	out	to	be	at	Le	Plan.

Furthermore,	we	had	already	been	asked	questions	by	the	locals	

at	 Le	 Plan,	 as	 50%	 of	 this	 area	 is	made	 up	 of	 private	 land	 and	

50%	 communal	 land.	 Some	 residents	 had	 construction	 projects	

that	have	been	unable	to	proceed	since	the	area	was	blocked	in	

the	80s. This	encouraged	us	that	this	area	should	be	improved	as	a	

priority,	 especially	 because	 of	 its	 central	 location	 in	Morzine	 and	 its	

refurbishment	would	give	structure	to	our	resort.

We	launched	an	architects'	competition	for	the	whole	of	the	area	

which	was	won	by	the	Cloutier-Darragon	group.	A	few	adjustments	

were	necessary	before	 the	planning	 guidelines	by	 the	municipal	

council	 were	 set.	 Among	 them	 was	 the	 creation	 of	 pedestrian	

walk	ways	 between	 the	 upper	 sector	 of	 the	 Tourism	Office	 and	

that	of	 the	 church,	 as	well	 as	 a	 green	area	along	 the	Dranse	as	

an	extension	to	the	Dérêches	path.	It	was	also	specified	that	the	

bézière	 (old	 wooden	 channels	 used	 to	 supply	 mills	 with	 water)	

were	to	be	maintained	for	their	historical	value,	as	well	as	the	Le	

Plan	road	to	allow	access	to	 the	new	area	and	the	market	place	

which	contains	the	post	office.

The	 project	 includes	 the	 construction	 of	 housing	 because	 there	

has	to	be	life	here,	the	area	must	be	alive.	It	will	probably	be	social	

housing	which	has	now	become	a	necessity	 for	 the	 town,	 in	 the	

form	of	 rental	property	or	property	 that	 can	be	purchased.	 The	

field	of	view	must	also	be	respected	so	the	height	of	the	buildings	

will	 be	 restricted.	 Access	 roads	 and	 car	 parks	 have	 also	 been	

planned,	 including	 for	Le	Bourg	 inhabitants.	The	area	 is	open	 to	

commercial	activity;	some	of	the	shop	owners	from	the	Le	Bourg	

area	 have	 already	 shown	 interest.	 In	 the	 first	 instance	 this	 will	

finally	allow	private	owners	to	build	in	this	area,	within	the	scope	of	

the	Le	Plan	building	regulations.

But	 what	 people	 must	 understand	 is	 that	 this	 project,	 which	
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URBANISM

The	bézière	constitutes	a	patrimonial	element	of	the	landscape	of	the	Plan	and	must	be	preserved

MORZINE-PRODAINS CABLE CAR PROJECT
WHAT LEGAL FRAMEWORK HAS BEEN CHOSEN?

In the interest of being open and respecting the law, the town is committed 

to having the legal framework for the Plan-Prodains cable car approved 

by a representative of the State. PSeveral possibilities have been presented 

including the extension of the current convention between government 

departments and SERMA. Indeed, a favourable interpretation of article 36 of 

the decree of the 1st February 2016 on the concession contracts would have 

made it possible to retain this solution. However, during our meeting with 

the prefect on the 12th October he voiced his concern saying that this new 

timescale, added to the 9 years granted in 2009 for the creation of the Prodain/

Avoriaz portion, extended the already long 30 year contract and weakened the 

legal situation. Two possibilities were left for the town: 

either the cable car would be run by a commission but its 

cost-effectiveness would be uncertain, or else a tender 

for a new concession, including the one in existence in 

Avoriaz and the future cable car, could be launched. In 

the latter case, which the prefect advised us to pursue, 

the current agreement with SERMA would be terminated 

in the general interest.du dossier. This is currently the 

preferred course of action; it will most likely be put 

forward at the next town council meeting.

entailed	modification	N°9	of	our	PLU,	defines	the	guidelines	for	the	

refurbishment	of	the	whole	of	the	Le	Plan	area	with	a	description	

of	 the	 future	 organisation	 of	 the	 area.	 It	 is	 absolutely	 not	 an	

execution	 document	 and	 even	 less	 so	 a	 marketing	 document.	

These	items	will	be	described	during	the	operational	phase	of	the	

refurbishment,	along	with	the	relevant	specifications.

Finally,	let's	clarify	that	this	document	of	guidelines	complies	with	

the	 PADD	 that	was	written	 in	 the	 noughties	 as	well	 as	with	 the	

SCOT	du	Chablais	(Schéma	de	Cohérence	Territoriale	–	Territorial	

Coherence	plan,	an	urban	planning	document	that	the	local	PLU	

must	comply	with).

— HOW FAR HAS THIS
PROJECT GOT TODAY?
This	 global	 renovation	 project	 for	 Le	 Plan	 is	 on	 the	 right	 track.	

Several	stages	have	been	completed,	other	are	still	to	come.	As	far	

as	we	are	concerned,	we	are	going	to	launch,	probably	in	the	next	

few	months,	 the	construction	20	to	30	social	housing	properties	

on	 the	 embankment	 under	 the	 Rue	 du	 Bourg.	 This	 project	 will	

be	run	under	 the	supervision	of	 the	 town	and	will	 include	some	

parking	 spaces,	 in	 particular	 for	 the	 new	 residents.	 For	 the	 rest	

of	 the	 communal	 land	we	will	 look	 for	 a	 partner	who,	 in	 return	

for	getting	the	land,	will	agree	to	convert	the	communal	areas,	in	

several	 stages	and	 in	 compliance	with	 specifications	 that	we	will	

provide,	 and	 which	 will	 comply	 with	 the	 project	 chosen	 for	 the	

global	renovation,	with	more	social	housing	because	it’s	very	much	

needed	now.	

— HOW HAS THE CABLE CAR
PROJECT PROGRESSED?
Of	course,	we	made	sure	the	project	was	technically	feasible	with	

regards	to	the	pylons	and	the	departure	station.	The	exact	location	

of	the	station	has	not	yet	been	decided	upon,	but	this	cable	car	is	

definitely	the	central	element	that	will	influence	the	organisation	of	

the	Le	Plan	area.

Legally	 speaking,	 I	 have	 promised	 to	 be	 completely	 transparent	

with	 the	 relevant	 government	departments.	We	met	 the	prefect	

in	October	and	in	agreement	with	him	we	will	launch	a	new	public	

service	commission	(see	below).

— WHEN WILL THE BUILDING
WORK START?
It	is	too	early	to	answer	that	question,	but	it	will	probably	take	a	few	

years	…	all	the	administrative	formalities	need	to	be	completed,	the	

local	population	will	have	its	say,	public	enquiries,	authorisations	to	

fly	over	inhabited	areas	etc.	 In	short,	this	 is	a	major	construction	

site,	but	I	still	believe	it	is	essential	to	the	future	of	Morzine.



   

Mobility is everybody’s concern because we all take our car to travel around Morzine, 

because we all park in the town centre (taking up places that could be made available for 

holiday makers!), because we don’t ask ourselves whether we really need to take our car to 

run an errand, whilst complaining about the lack of parking spaces, the amount of traffic at 

certain times, the crowds on certain key roads … 

PARKING, TRAFFIC, TRAVELLING 
AROUND TOWN … WE’RE ALL 
INVOLVED IN MOBILITY
For	its	part,	the	town	is	thinking	about	solutions	to	improve	

the	current	situation;	experiments	were	made	last	summer	

to	give	certain	areas	back	to	pedestrians,	as	was	the	case	

near	 the	 tennis	 courts,	 or	 to	 give	 priority	 to	 mountain	

bikers	 and	 other	 cyclists,	 for	 example	 in	 the	 Montée	 du	

Bourg.	 These	 experiments	 showed	 that	 sharing	 spaces	

didn’t	really	work	out	for	everyone.	There	is	still	a	long	way	

to	go	in	this	area	…	and	we	need	to	start	by	changing	our	

behaviour!

CARS … NOT ALWAYS ESSENTIAL! 
We	first	have	to	state	that	the	town	can’t	do	everything!	This	

is	what	Elisabeth	ANTHONIOZ,	town	councillor,	explained: 

“We can’t just build more and more parking spaces! First, 

because there is not enough space in the centre of Morzine 

and the immediate surroundings. We can only ensure that 

enough parking spaces are planned for each construction 

in the PLU. You can also view the subject from a health 

and safety and environmental point of view. Walking a bit 

is very good for your health: if you only use cars when 

it is absolutely necessary, you’ll very quickly realise you 

can live without one. All these short urban trips are also 

very bad for the environment because they create a lot 

of pollution! We need to bring the village spirit back to 

Morzine, our image is at stake. The town has already 

made it easier for pedestrians to move around and has 

projects coming up (see below). But light mobility also 

involves other methods of travelling such as electric bikes, 

public transport, cable cars etc. The holiday makers who 

come here are usually from the city and are used to using 

busses and bikes: it’s time we Morzinois did the same”.

LIGHT MOBILITY
EVERYBODY’S CONCERN !

 HIGHLIGHTS 
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ELECTRIC BIKES …
LET’S GET ON BOARD!
In order to increase clients’ awareness about the 

mountain environment, without forgetting local 
inhabitants, the community of councils of the 
Haut‑Chablais has launched a major electric bike 
programme.

Linking	leisure	and	light	mobility	is	one	of	the	objectives	of	many	

of	the	resorts	at	the	moment.	They	are	very	much	aware	that	this	

could	influence	the	choice	of	holiday	destination	for	many	people.	

The	Les	Gets	 station	has	already	gone	ahead	with	electric	bikes	

and	they	have	been	a	great	success	with	holidaymakers.

MAKE WAY FOR ELECTRIC BIKES
s	early	as	the	summer	of	2017,	electric	bikes	will	progressively	be	

offered	throughout	the	valley	so	that	pedestrians	and	cyclists	are	

more	welcome	 in	 the	centre	of	villages,	and	 to	encourage	 locals	

and	holidaymakers	to	use	ecological	means	of	transport.

Electric	 bikes	 are	 aimed	 at	 people	 who	 don’t	 practise	 any	

sport	 and	 who	 want	 to	 travel	 several	 kilometres	 without	 much	

effort,	 as	well	 as	 sports	people	who	want	 to	 achieve	 speed	and	

distance	challenges	etc.	These	bikes	are	perfectly	adapted	to	our	

mountainous	 region.	 With	 an	 electric	 bike,	 you	 no	 longer	 have	

to	overdo	 it.	This	concept	 is	 the	basis	of	several	 ideas	that	build	

on	this	activity.	These	bikes	can	also	be	used	as	an	environment-

friendly	means	of	transportation	in	the	resort,	or	from	one	village	

to	another,	when	the	roads	become	a	little	too	steep.

Electric	mountain	bikes	are	already	a	reality,	available	at	the	Portes	

du	Soleil	since	2014.

In	 collaboration	 with	 various	 towns,	 there	 are	 several	 tracks	

available	and	there	are	now	11	shops	renting	out	electric	mountain	

bikes.	 Specially-drawn	 maps	 for	 electric	 mountain	 bikes	 and	 a	

map	of	the	Portes	du	Soleil,	with	appropriate	tracks	and	charging	

points,	are	available.

As	early	as	2017,	the	towns	will	have	electric	bike	stations	and	will	

provide	mixed	charging	points	 in	association	with	 the	Portes	du	

Soleil,	that	are	appropriate	for	electric	bikes	and	mountain	bikes.

   

ELECTRIC BIKES, A FEW EXAMPLES
AT LES GETS

Electric bikes were available from 2015. 
The number of journeys on these bikes 
increased by 48% between 2015 and 
2016 (compared to the same period the 
previous year), for journeys less than half 
an hour.
Tourists and Gêtois alike use them for 
short journeys, to go shopping, to go to 
do an activity, to go to the centre of the 
resort, to the Lac des Ecoles etc.
This summer 591 users were counted 
(80% of which were French), and they 
covered 8,848 kms over 3000 hours. On 
average, they travel 3.88 kms per trip and 
keep the bike.
Ecological footprint: This represents 6.7 
tons of CO² that has been avoided, which 
represents 37 return trips to London from 
Paris on an aeroplane. 

VAL-D’ISÈRE
The station offered electric bikes as of 

this summer. They were used to travel 

in the surrounding area of the resort 

(average length 1hr 18mins, average 

distance 9 kms), 6% of the trips were over 

4 hours and over 70% of the trips were 

under 15 kms. During this first season 

users covered 5,000 kms with trips that 

averaged 10.45 kms.

CONCLUSION

Electric bikes are perfectly adapted to 

mountainous regions for urban mobility 

(short trips) and are very successful with 

both locals and holidaymakers, which is 

proof of their many advantages.

VAL D’ISERE SENSES
A CHANGE IN THE AIR …

AAfter halting the 4x4 show in 2008, the 

resort in the Haute‑Tarentaise region has 

gone green. It now organises an electric 

vehicle show, a proper light mobility event 

that welcomes thousands of visitors who 

come to see and try the latest technology 

in the world of electric and hybrid vehicles.

Val D’Isère is clearly showing its 

commitment to turn to light mobility, with 

an approach that involves politics, the 

economy and tourism. This event includes 

4‑wheel vehicles (cars, light commercial 

vehicles etc.) as well as 2 or 3‑wheelers 

(motorbikes, scooters, bikes).
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LIGHT MOBILITY

   

ACTION TAKEN
IN PLACE OR UNDERWAY

 Restauration work on communal paths.

 Building of pavements along the Bois-Venants road.

 Projects to put in place electric bike rental
points with the CCHC.

 Implementation of lower speed limits
in the hyper-centre. 

 Creation of a landscaped area in front of the 
school to deter parking and encourage parents to 
wait for their children on the Place de la Poste, via a 
safe path.

 Project to put in place a landscaped area within 
the global Le Plan refurbishment plan to link the 
Dérêches area and the post office on the church 
square.

 Implementation of shuttle services, since the 
summer of 2015, in the Manche valley, to limit traffic 
and parking and to promote walking in an unspoiled 
area.

 Pedestrian areas are under consideration (access 

to the Dérêches park on the tennis court side).

 The creation of a “cycle path” between Les Gets 
and Morzine to make mountain biking safer is under 
consideration.

 Walking 500 metres takes 8 minutes, and 
 saves you having to look for a parking space. 
 It also avoids using extra fuel and pollution 
 linked to re-starting your engine. 

 To travel up to 5 kms in town, a bicycle is the 
 quickest means of transport! 

 60% of travel in town is made in individual 
 cars, 27% on foot, 9% on public transport, 
 2% on bikes and 2% on motorised 

 2-wheelers. (data provided by: Ademe)

 Transportation is one of the main sectors 
 responsible for the growth of CO² emissions 
 in the world by 2030.

SOME STATISTICS THAT
WILL MAKE YOU THINK

More information at www.ifp.fr
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LIGHT MOBILITY

IMPROVEMENTS
TO PROMOTE TRAVELLING
ON FOOT
In order to encourage you to leave your car in the garage and 

walk a few hundred metres, every year the town works to 

improve pedestrian facilities in and around Morzine.

ON THE COMMUNAL PATHS
The	town’s	technical	services	are,	little	by	little,	renovating	the	communal	

paths	around	the	town	centre.	The	aim	is	to	not	only	make	the	paths	

usable	during	the	summer	season	but	also,	thanks	to	work	carried	out,	

to	better	maintain	them	during	the	winter	season	by	clearing	them	of	

snow.	In	previous	years	the	swimming	pool	path,	the	Plan	du	Clou	path	

leading	to	the	Palais	des	Sports	and	the	Mas	d’Embel	path	between	La	

Salle	and	the	Bois-Venants	have	all	been	improved.	Work	was	carried	

out	on	the	Putheys	and	Moulins	paths	in	November	2015..

Work	carried	out	this	year	included:

•	In	April:	the	Coutettaz	path	from	the	Joux-Plane	roundabout	to	the	

bottom	of	the	Vieille	Crusaz,

•	In	August:	the	Seyrosset	path,	i.e.	the	junction	between	the	Chemin	

de	la	Salle	and	the	Avoriaz	road.

On	each	of	the	paths	the	handrails	were	changed	and	the	steps	were	

rebuilt	with	new	sleepers	where	necessary.

Apart	 from	being	 shortcuts	 to	 the	 centre,	 these	 paths	 also	 provide	

different	views	of	the	town..

PAVEMENT IMPROVEMENTS
To	 encourage	 people	 to	 walk	 there	 need	 to	 be	 pavements	 along	

the	streets.	Usually,	 to	build	pavements	you	have	 to	make	the	road	

narrower.	With	narrower	roads	people	naturally	tend	to	drive	slower,	

which	is	safer	for	everybody.	

Many	areas	have	recently	been	improved:

-the	Bois-Venants	road	with	the	creation	of	pavements	(2015/2016),

-in	front	of	the	school:	pedestrian	paths	and	landscaping	to	discourage	

parking	and	encourage	parents	to	pick	up	children	on	the	Place	de	la	

Poste	(2015),

And	this	autumn:

•	Creation	of	pavements	on	the	Route	de	la	Manche	at	Mernaz,

•	Prodains	Express	cable	car	station:	a	path	from	the	car	park	to	the	

station.	For	2017,	projects	for	certain	areas	of	the	La	Plagne	road	are	

under	consideration.

In	all,	in	2016,	over	600	metres	of	new	pavements	were	created!

PEDESTRIAN PATHS
In	November,	a	pedestrian	path	was	created	on	the	Route	d’Avoriaz,	

between	the	places	known	as	Les	Râches	and	Les	Balcons	de	Morzine.	

The	 path	 has	 been	 marked	 with	 paint	 on	 the	 ground;	 this	 is	 an	

experiment	in	conjunction	with	the	departmental	road	services.

INSTALLATION OF POSTS
These	metal	 posts	 of	 about	 1	metre	 high	 have	 the	 twin	 benefit	 of	

stopping	parking	on	pedestrian	areas	and	protecting	them	from	traffic.	

You	‘ll	find	them	on	the	Route	de	la	Combe	in	Zore,	Avenue	Joux-Plane,	

in	front	of	the	schools,	at	Le	Plan	(near	the	bus	station)	etc.

As	a	reminder,	the	speed	limit	in	the	hyper-centre	is	30	km/hour,	from	

the	entrance	of	the	Combe	in	Zore	up	to	the	church	square,	via	the	

Rue	du	Bourg	and	the	Route	de	la	Plagne	(from	the	petrol	station)	up	

to	the	church.

Chemin	de	la	Coutettaz

metal	posts	on	the	route	de	la	Combe	à	Zore
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AFFINISKI
How can you put old rental apartments back on the market if they no longer correspond to demand or 
their owners no longer have time to look after them? The community of councils of the Haut‑Chablais 
offers a complete solution in partnership with Affiniski.

A WORRYING DIAGNOSIS
The	decrease	 in	proper	tourist	accommodation	(i.e.	beds	that	are	

rented)	has	a	negative	impact	on	the	ski	resort’s	visitor	numbers,	as	

a	consequence	of	which	the	local	economy	stagnates	or	declines.

Filling	these	empty	beds	has	become	a	priority,	as	30-40%	of	beds	in	

mountain	regions	are	rarely	occupied	more	than	4	weeks	per	year	

and	 nowadays	 tourists	 attach	 greater	 importance	 to	 the	 amount	

of	space	and	quality	of	the	accommodation.	This	means	that	these	

old	properties	need	to	be	refurbished	before	being	put	back	on	the	

market.

Five	 resorts	 (Avoriaz,	 Morzine,	 Bellevaux,	 Habère-Poche	 and	 Les	

Gets)	as	well	as	 the	 towns	of	Montriond,	Essert-Romand,	La	Côte	

d’Arbroz	and	all	those	of	the	Léman	Alps	have	become	members	of	

the	Affiniski	plan.

THE AFFINISKI CONCEPT
This	complete	solution	offers	owners:

- an assessment

- advice about work that needs to be done

- financing solutions

- tax advice

- quotes and monitoring of the work

on-site 

- rental management

- a concierge service.

This	free	one-stop	service	will	turn	the	complicated

refurbishment	of	an	apartment	into	a	simple	project!

OTHER ADVANTAGES
A	team	of	experts	from	MGFP	(tax	advice	for	owners)	also	provides	

free	tax	advice	(for	those	in	the	BIC	simplified	system	or	micro	BIC	

system)	and	can	even	provide	a	detailed	case	study	for	owners.

Once	the	refurbishment	has	been	done	there	is	no	obligation	to	

rent,	even	if	the	ultimate	aim	is	to	rent	out	apartments	for	a	week,	a	

year	or	a	season.	There	are	also	no	tax	obligations.

WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION

HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE HOUSING COMMITTEE?

Every autumn the same thing happens … seasonal workers turn up in the valley and look for work for 
the winter season … even if many of them find work, some have to turn down the offer as they can’t 
find accommodation! 

The	housing	committee	of	the	community	of	councils	of	the	Haut-Chablais	puts	owners	of	accommodation	and	employers	in	touch,	as	
well	as	managing	rental	paperwork	(inventory,	drafting	contracts,	invoicing	for	rents	etc.)
These	“safe”	rentals	last	for	a	duration	of	5	months	which	cannot	be	shortened,	ensuring	the	owner	gets	rental	income	during	that	period.	
This	service	could	be	of	interest	to	you	if	you	are	renting	less	and	less	to	holidaymakers,	maybe	because	of	the	need	to	do	work,	because	

you	don’t	have	time	to	welcome	guests	at	the	weekend	or	because	you	find	it	difficult	to	find	new	clients	…

Find out more:
Call 06 43 37 70 62 or email info@saison-chablais.fr

HOUSING

For Morzine :
Sabrina	VANBIERVLIET
Tél. :	06	38	93	96	44	

For Avoriaz :
Stéphane	LERENDU
Tél. :	06	09	08	06	02
 By email :
promotion@morzine-avoriaz.com	
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AVORIAZ CELEBRATES ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY!
Avoriaz is unlike other ski resorts, it is the result of an exceptional human adventure, 
thanks to the dreams of a champion (Jean VUARNET), the skill of a promoter (Gérard 
BREMOND) and the masterpieces of an architect (Jacques LABRO). Three men, all 
under the age of 30, who laughed in the face of convention and the certainty of the 
past. Together they built their dream: a resort with no cars, streets that are snowy 
pistes, mimetic architecture, a fabulous preserved skiing area, that is in the Portes du 
Soleil. 

The	Hôtel	des	Dromonts,	the	first	of	the	buildings,	opened	during	

Christmas	of	1966.	Avoriaz	was	born.	On	the	8th	January	1967	the	

resort	was	officially	inaugurated	by	Mr.	Ravanel,	the	commissioner	

for	tourism	…	 it	 is	 this	anniversary	the	station	will	be	celebrating	

throughout	the	winter.

Stéphane LERENDU gives us a list of unmissable events…

— WHAT HAS BEEN ORGANISED
TO CELEBRATE THIS ANNIVERSARY?
There	will	be	several	big	events	throughout	the	winter	…	first,	the	

exhibition	which	was	presented	in	Morzine	at	La	Maison	du	Bourg	

until	the	18th	December:	it	will	be	at	the	Avoriaz	tourist	office	all	

winter.	It	consists	of	a	series	of	illustrated	panels	featuring	archive	

photos	of	 the	 resort	and	around	10	videos	about	 the	history	of	

Avoriaz.	We’ve	even	had	a	catalogue	printed	so	visitors	can	keep	a	

souvenir.	Then	there	is	the	digital	museum	which	we	put	in	place	

with	 the	 INA	 (Institut	National	 de	 l’Audiovisuel	 –	National	 Audio-

Visual	 Institute).	 It	has	been	online	 since	November	with	 videos,	

extracts	 from	 shows	 and	 reports	which	 have	 been	made	 about	

the	resort	over	the	past	50	years.	An	online	game	completes	this	

museum.

We’ll	be	posting	short	clips	on	the	history	of	the	resort	on	social	

networks,	and	another	exhibition	should	be	organised	with	Paris-

Match	who	will	provide	documents	 from	their	archives	 featuring	

the	famous	people	who	have	visited	Avoriaz	over	the	past	50	years.	

— WHAT EVENTS WILL THERE BE?
We	have	organised	a	weekend,	mainly	aimed	at	the	media,	on	the	

14th	and	15th	January.	The	journalists	will	have	the	opportunity	to	

meet	the	key	figures	 in	the	resort.	For	the	public,	 there	will	be	a	

firework	display	on	Saturday	night	with	the	ESF	(French	Ski	School).	

*Digital Museum:

http://sites.ina.fr/avoriaz/

   

THE BOOK OF THE 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF AVORIAZ
The Ecole du Ski Français (French Ski 

School) has also joined in the celebrations 

with a book that looks back over 50 years 

of the ski school that was created at the 

end of 1966. With stories, anecdotes and 

photos you’ll be able to follow the history 

of the “red jumpers”, who played a big role 

in the history of the resort.

Stéphane	LERENDU

Having arrived in Avoriaz in January 2003, Stéphane 

LERENDU will leave the station in April 2017. He will 

have directed the tourist office for more than 14 years 

and has raised the profile of Avoriaz in tourist markets 

in Europe, Asia, the Middle East and beyond. At the end 

of the winter season he will head to Annecy where he 

will pursue a career as Mountain Director at Pierre et 

Vacances.
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SPORT & TOURISM

In Morzine, events are the principal weapon used to promote the resort. 
Recruited for that very reason, Christophe MUGNIER, director of the 
tourism office, tells us about the Customs' European Championships which 
will take place at the end of March as well as many other great events…

Christophe MUGNIER

— WHAT KIND OF EVENTS IS THE 

RESORT MOVING TOWARDS?
We	 want	 to	 organise	 major	 events	 around	 skiing	 to	

show	people	that	Morzine	 is,	above	all,	a	ski	resort.	For	

example,	an	application	has	been	filed	with	the	French	Ski	

Federation	to	host	the	World	Speed	Skiing	Championships	

in	2019.	Morzine's	application	has	already	been	approved	

but	the	resort	will	only	unveil	its	final	decision	at	the	end	of	

winter,	depending	on	the	amount	of	investment	required.	

The	piste	that	we	are	thinking	of	using	would	have	to	be	

created	on	Angolon	and	would	involve	a	lot	of	terracing	

and	construction	work.

— AND BEFORE THIS GLOBAL EVENT? 
This	 winter,	 on	 the	 22nd	 and	 23rd	 of	 March,	 Morzine	

will	 welcome	 the	 Customs'	 European	 Championships.	

Practicing	 sport	 is	 a	 tradition	 in	 this	 line	 of	 work	 and	

they	have	been	supporting	top	athletes	for	a	long	time,	

including	 skiers.	 Amongst	 them	 is	 Cyprien	 RICHARD	

who	has	 just	 retired	 from	his	 sporting	 career	 and	who	

competed	 under	 the	 customs'	 colours	 from	 2008	 to	

2016.	Organised	in	France	every	5	years,	it	is	the	first	time	

that	Morzine	has	hosted	these	championships	that	bring	

together	 Italian,	 Austrian,	 Swiss,	 German	 and	 French	

champions.

— WHAT EVENTS WILL BE INCLUDED 
IN THE CHAMPIONSHIPS?
For	 the	Nordic	 events	we	 are	 going	 to	 build	 a	 piste	 at	

l'Erigné.	The	FIS	has	approved	a	2.5	km	loop	that	uses	part	

of	the	existing	pistes,	with	the	construction	of	a	shooting	

range	for	the	biathlon,	with	15	targets	on	the	forest	side.	

Even	if	it's	too	early	to	figure	out	what	will	happen	to	this	

shooting	range,	and	even	though	we	have	been	asked	to	

keep	it	in	place	to	be	used	as	a	training	area	for	national	

teams,	the	construction	work	will	improve	and	widen	the	

existing	Nordic	 tracks.	Close	 to	 the	edge	of	 the	 road,	 it	

will	 be	 easily	 accessible	 for	 the	public	who	will	 be	 able	

to	cheer	on	the	biathletes	and	the	cross-country	skiers.	

There	will	also	be	alpine	skiing	with	a	giant	slalom	in	the	

Le	Pleney	stadium.	To	prepare	the	piste	we	have	called	

upon	 the	 knowledge	 of	 Cyprien	 RICHARD	 who	 is	 our	

technical	councillor;	it	promises	to	be	spectacular	….

— WHAT ECONOMIC 
IMPACT ARE YOU 
EXPECTING?
Admittedly	 it	 won't	 generate	 any	

hotel	bookings	apart	from	those	of	

the	competitors	and	staff.	But	it	is	a	

prestigious	event	that	will	highlight	

the	 fact	 that	 Morzine	 is	 capable	

(still	capable	…)	of	organising	big	ski	

events.	It	will	also	be	an	opportunity	

for	 the	 public	 to	 come	 and	 cheer	

great	ski	champions	such	as	Alexis	

PINTURAULT,	 Julien	 LIZEROUX,	

Mathieu	 FAIVRE,	 Victor	 MUFFAT-

JEANDET,	 Taïna	 BARIOZ,	 Natasia	

NOENS	 and,	 of	 course,	 Adeline	

BAUD-MUGNIER,	 who	 will	 almost	

be	 competing	 on	 home	 turf.	 All	

these	 champions	 will	 have	 been	

in	Switzerland	one	month	earlier,	in	Saint	Moritz	where	the	2017	Alpine	

World	Ski	Championships	will	take	place	in	February.	Finally,	for	the	first	

time	in	Morzine,	military	teams	will	take	part	in	the	customs	championship:	

amongst	them	the	FOURCADE	brothers,	Tessa	WORLEY,	Steve	MISSILIER,	

Adrien	THEAUX	etc.	As	you	can	see,	there	are	some	big	names!

At	the	same	time,	the	Rock	the	Piste	Festival	will	take	place	with	the	event's	

village	located	in	Morzine	this	year,	on	the	Tourism	Office	Square.	We	are	

going	to	bring	together	the	two	events:	on	the	21st	March	the	opening	

ceremony	will	 take	place	 in	the	event's	village	where	sports	people	can	

meet	the	musicians…

LET'S NOT FORGET SUMMER:
WHAT ARE THE BIG EVENTS OF 2017?
There	are	the	usual	events:	Morzine	will	host	the	Pass'Portes	event	in	June	

and	the	Mont-Blanc-Morzine	Rally	will	end	the	season.	In	the	meantime,	

there	will	be	the	Morzine	Harley	Days	and	the	Spartan	Race	for	which	a	

3-year	contract	has	been	signed.	There	are	also	two	new	events	to	do	with	

cycling.	The	French	Trophy	for	Young	Mountain	Bikers,	that	Morzine	will	

host	for	the	first	time,	is	considered	to	be	like	the	French	Championship	

for	 young	 people	 in	 the	 under-14,	 under-16	 and	 under-18	 categories.	

Then,	at	the	end	of	August,	we	will	be	hosting	a	stage	of	the	Haute	Route,	a	

high	end	cyclosportive	race	with	over	one	thousand	cyclists	participating.	

The	cyclists	will	arrive	from	Megève	on	Saturday	26th	August	via	the	Joux-

Plane	pass	and	will	 leave	for	Geneva	the	following	day	via	the	Encrenaz	

and	Ramaz	passes.

Christophe Mugnier became head of the 

Tourism Office at the start of May, but 

he was already well known in our resort. 

Originally from Les Gets, he ran the tourism 

SEM (a company mostly financed by public 

money) of Les Gets Evènements … It was 

when he was working there that he played 

a very active role in the organisation of the 

2004 Mountain Bike World Championships.

His career then led him to Méribel where he 

ran the Tourism Office's events department 

for 7 years, getting involved once again in 

international sporting events. He even took 

on the management of the Parc Olympic, 

the equivalent to our Palais des Sports 

(swimming pool, ice skating rink, spa, gym, etc.)

In Morzine, his main role is to focus on event 

policy.
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SOME NEWS ABOUT LEISURE
AND SPORTS FACILITIES
Recently the municipal council has been considering whether it should entrust the 

running of the swimming pool facilities to a private company by granting them a DSP 

(Délégation de Service Public – Transfer of Public Service). 

"This question came up in the context of the good management of 

public finances" explains Michel RICHARD (deputy mayor, in charge 

of Sports and Tourism). "The idea was to try and increase the 

number of entries, especially during the winter season which has an 

important negative impact on the finances, representing on average 

a loss of 490 000€ per year. We wanted to see if a private organisation 

or a person could do better whilst maintaining the same level of 

service, and this also means complying with certain requirements we 

demand from them. Amongst these requirements were affordable 

prices, a minimum number of opening days, especially during the 

periods between seasons, time slots for schools and associations 

such as the Club des Nageurs de Morzine, La Palanquée etc."

The town put the contract out to tender last February. Then the 

committee for the transfer of public services met on the 14th 

June, in the presence of a representative from the DDPP (Direction 

Départementale de la Protection des Populations – Departmental 

Service for the Protection of Populations) as well as the Treasury 

accountant.

Four applications were received within the deadline, three of 

which were national organisations and one a local company. 

"Some of them asked for financial compensation that was higher 

than the current deficit, almost double even! Others doubled the 

entrance prices whilst maintaining the same deficit …" reveals the 

councillor in charge of sports facilities.

None of the candidates could promise a rise in entrance numbers 

during the 4 years of the contract, which meant that the town 

would pay more, especially as TVA would have to be applied to 

entrance fees (within the framework of a DSP contract), as well as 

to the financial allowance provided to the contractor.

This call for tenders also highlighted the fact that none of the 

offers would enable the town to make significant savings on 

the running of the pool, nor would they bring more clients to 

the wellness space by making it more attractive. The best offer, 

as well as costing the town more, included a substantial rise in 

entrance fees, which the councillors did not want.

"Taking into consideration that the private companies couldn't 

do better than the organisation already on place, and which 

ultimately suits us, we decided not to proceed with the tender. It 

has to be said that the swimming pool plays a key social role for 

the population. In this context, it's true that a swimming pool, like 

a crèche for example, is never really profitable, in that the income 

never covers the running costs…"

However, a tender will be launched at the end of the year for 

the swimming pool restaurant which will be available on a lease‑

management basis.

WHAT ABOUT THE AVORIAZ ICE RINK?
The rental and running agreement with the Avoriaz Tourism Office 

for the ice rink had come to an end. The town was considering 

renewing the agreement with a simplified procedure which, in 

the meantime, had been deleted from the General Code for Local 

Authorities. Today, in compliance with the recommendations 

of the Regional Chamber of Accounts, the management should 

be handed over in the form of a public company or a Transfer 

of Public Service (DSP). The latter option being too weighty a 

procedure for a facility with winter‑only usage and limited income, 

the councillors chose to run it as a public company starting this 

winter. The staff (2 employees) will be employed by the town with 

seasonal contracts, placed under the authority of the director of 

the Parc des Dérèches, Eric MERCIECA.du Parc des Dérèches, Eric 

MERCIECA. 

SPORT & TOURISM
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Two other sports and leisure facilities are concerned with DSPs:

TENNIS
A DSP was underway for the last two summers, but it was limited 

to the operation of the club house and the rental of the tennis 

courts. The councillors wanted to go further and find a national 

sports organisation that could sell tennis training courses over 

several days, maybe even a week, in order to encourage tennis 

players to book hotel nights in Morzine. Therefore, a DSP will 

be launched soon. However, the tennis school will maintain the 

same time slots.

RIDING SCHOOL
The	current	operators,	in	place	for	4	years,	no	longer	want	to	conti-

nue	 running	 the	 school,	 for	personal	 reasons.	A	new	DSP	will	 be	

launched	for	a	3	year	period.	It	will	be	launched	very	soon	in	order	to	

give	the	new	operator	time	to	prepare	for	the	2017	summer	season.

The transfer of public service (DSP) is a contract which 

sets out the conditions under which the town entrusts 

the management of facilities that they are responsible 

for to a public or private contractor. Remuneration 

comes from the revenue generated by the operation 

that they are running.

If the results are positive, the contractor pays a licence 

fee to the town (as is the case with the companies 

running the ski lifts). If the results are negative, the town 

has to compensate the contractor (as is the case, for 

example, for the transport companies who run the free 

shuttles).

DSP, HOW DOES IT WORK?
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LOCAL NEWS

— WE HEAR A LOT ABOUT THE “NOTRE” LAW, 
WHAT ASSESSMENT CAN WE MAKE ONE 
YEAR AFTER ITS ENACTMENT?
This	law	was	enacted	in	July	2015,	it	aimed	to	strengthen	the	role	

of	 regional	 authorities	 as	well	 as	 communities	 of	 towns.	 As	 far	

as	we	are	directly	concerned,	we	had	to	take	on,	as	of	the	1st	of	

January,	the	town	planning	services	for	our	group	of	towns.	This	

meant	 that	 the	 allocation	 of	 building	 permits	 and	 pre-emptive	

purchase	dates	were	no	longer	down	to	the	Mayor.	As	of	2020,	

the	water	and	sewage	departments	will	be	handed	over	 to	 the	

community	of	towns.

—WHAT ABOUT TOURISM?
A	 l’origine,	 la	 loi	 prévoyait	 que	 le	 tourisme	 était	 de	 droit	 une	

compétence	 communautaire.	 Bien	 sûr,	 cela	 a	 suscité	 de	

nombreuses	réactions	notamment	au	niveau	des	stations	de	sports	

d’hiver	qui	 sont	placées	dans	un	contexte	de	 forte	 concurrence.	

On	imagine	mal	des	Offices	de	Tourismes	sous	une	gouvernance	

unique	ou	un	seul	Office	de	Tourisme	intercommunal	faire	dans	le	

même	temps	la	promotion	de	Morzine,	des	Gets	et	de	Montriond.	

Du	coup,	la	loi	montagne	II	qui	doit	être	votée	en	fin	d’année	prévoit	

des	dérogations	pour	les	stations	classées	de	tourisme.

— HOW IS IT GOING TO WORK?
Our	classification	as	a	tourist	resort	expires	on	the	31/12/2017,	

so	we	had	to	go	through	the	whole	procedure	again	and	we	

were	 classified	 as	 a	 “tourism	 town”	 (1st	 level)	 last	 February,	

then	the	Morzine	Tourism	Office	was	classified	in	2nd	then	1st	

category	in	September,	and	the	Avoriaz	Tourism	Office	got	the	

2nd	category	classification	with	the	hope	of	achieving	the	1st	

category	immediately	afterwards.	Our	“tourism	resort”	file	has	

been	sent	to	the	“Préfecture”	before	it	is	sent	to	the	Ministry	

for	Tourism	who	will	give	us	an	answer	within	a	year.	We	will	

only	be	able	 to	maintain	 the	 two	 tourism	offices	under	our	

management	if	we	get	a	positive	answer	to	this	request.

— WHAT HAPPENS IF OUR REQUEST IS REJECTED?
Well,	we	will	at	the	very	least	have	to	transfer	everything	to	do	

with	the	welcome	and	information	of	tourists,	whilst	retaining	

the	management	of	the	facilities	and	the	entertainment.

But	 given	 the	 vital	 importance	 of	 tourism	 for	 Morzine,	 we	

really	hope	that	we	are	successful.

“NOTRE” LAW
Three questions for Olivier L’HEVEDER, Managing Director of town hall services

ICE HOCKEY
PIONEERS IN THE SAXOPRINT LIGUE MAGNUS
Mid-August the official creation of the “Chamonix-Morzine 

Pioneers” took place in the town hall, now managed by the 

company that was created for the merger of the Morzine 

Penguins and Chamonix Chamois clubs (a ‘Société Anonyme 

Sportive Professionnelle’).   “This merger is an important step 

for the future of hockey in Morzine. I let the club choose whether 

they wanted to play at the highest level and I am happy to clinch 

this merger with Chamonix …” said Gérard BERGER, whilst 

Eric FOURNIER, the Mayor of Chamonix explained why this 

change was necessary: “Today we have to go professional and 
have a more solid team, capable of competing at a national 
level and winning a title that has not been won by a Haute-
Savoie team since 1979!”. 
Even if their debut in the Saxo Print Ligue Magnus (the new 
name for the season since September) was difficult, it’s a 
new beginning for these two historic French hockey teams.

The town invites all Morzine residents to come and 

support the Pioneers, just like they supported their old 

local team!

For	this	signature,	Mayor	Gerard	Berger	received	the	mayor	of	Chamonix	and	president	of	the	Community	of	Communes	Eric	Fournier,
Yvonnick	Plaud,	Vice-President	of	the	Community	of	Communes	and	Bernard	Molliet	President	of	SASP	(Société	Anonyme	Sportive	Professionnelle,	professional	sports	corporation)
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WORKS
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The	construction	work	started	last	May.	Buildings	will	be	constructed	

around	 the	current	school	 in	order	 to	welcome	children	 to	 these	

new	premises	and,	at	a	later	date,	to	extend	and	refurbish	the	old	

school.	 The	 difficulty	 with	 this	 project	 is	 to	 ensure	 that	 services	

continue	to	be	provided	for	the	pupils	in	2016/2017.

CHILDCARE CENTRE 
THE WORK CONTINUES THIS WINTER…
This childcare centre which brings together under one roof the school, the tourist day‑care centre and 
the nursery with all the associated services (extra‑curricular activities, canteen etc.) will provide a 
better welcome and areas that are better adapted to the needs of the children, as there are more and 
more of them in the resort

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH THE 
BUILDING SITE?
By	mid-December	 the	accommodation	 for	 the	nursery	and	crèche	

staff	 (3	 studios	 and	 a	 1-bedroom	 flat)	 were	 handed	 over	 to	 their	

occupants.	 The	 new	 buildings	 are	 now	 watertight	 and	 airtight,	

which	means	the	builders	can	work	on	the	inside	(plasterer,	painter,	

plumber,	electrician	etc.)

This	 winter,	 the	 activities	 at	 the	 day-care	 centre	 (during	 school	

holidays)	will	take	place	between	the	Altiform	and	the	old	school.	Next	

May,	as	soon	as	the	crèche	is	finished,	the	school	children	will	head	

there	to	finish	their	school	year	and	by	the	end	of	2017	they	will	be	

back	in	a	brand	new	school	in	refurbished	premises.	The	work	should	

end	in	November	2017.

PREMISES ADAPTED TO REQUIREMENTS
The	new	school	will	be	refurbished	to	make	best	use	of	 the	space	

whilst	 complying	 with	 health	 and	 safety	 standards	 for	 children	 in	

kindergarten	 and	 primary	 school.	 With	 the	 evolution	 of	 the	 PMI	

(Protection	Maternelle	 et	 Infantile	 –	Maternal	 and	Child	 Protection	

services)	standards,	especially	regarding	the	minimum	area	per	child,	

the	crèche	will	be	able	to	increase	its	capacity	from	18	to	21	children.	

The	day-care	centre,	exclusively	aimed	at	tourists,	will	go	from	30	to	

50	places.

This	childcare	centre	will	 include	space	for	a	school	canteen,	extra-

curricular	activities,	the	day-care	centre	etc.

As	 a	 reminder,	 the	 nursery	 and	 school	 are	 under	 the	 supervision	

of	 the	 town	of	Morzine-Avoriaz	 and	 the	 crèche	 is	 financed	by	 the	

community	of	councils	of	 the	Haut-Chablais	within	the	scope	of	 its	

responsibility	for	childcare	services.

-1 floor

Existing school

Future
central kitchen

Upper ground floor

Lower ground 

Primary school
Shared centre
Crèche

Tourist day-care centre
Gym
Plant room

Seasonal accommodation



A	major	 construction	 site	 began	 last	 June	on	 the	Dérêches	path	

to	 reinforce	 the	 embankment	 with	 backfill	 at	 the	 foot	 of	 the	

embankment.

A	group	of	companies	(Fami,	Groppi	and	Trombert	Espaces	Verts)	

all	worked	together	under	the	supervision	of	the	town.

The	 first	 stage	was	 the	 construction	 of	 a	 temporary	 bridge	 over	

the	Dranse	in	order	to	bring	the	necessary	materials	to	build	the	

buttresses.	The	lorries	transported	the	materials	(rocks	and	earth),	

which	 were	 recovered	 from	 other	 building	

sites	 in	 the	region	and	used	to	support	 the	

foot	of	the	embankment	to	stop	it	subsiding.

In	all,	14,000	cubic	metres	of	materials	were	

brought	 there,	 8,000	of	which	were	 for	 the	

first	phase	of	the	work	which	finished	at	the	

end	 of	 October	 (including	 the	 dismantling	

of	 the	 bridge	 to	 ensure	 the	 Dranse	 river	

could	run	freely).	The	path	was	elevated	and	

reinforced	with	a	first	layer	of	rubble.	

A	 second	 platform	 about	 145	 metres	 long	

is	 underway.	 It	 is	 supported	by	new	 rubble	

which	 should	 protect	 the	 embankment	 up	

to	the	estimated	water	level	of	the	Dranse	in	

the	event	of	a	“once	a	century”	flood.	Some	

of	 the	materials	used	 for	 the	buttress	were	

treated	with	lime	to	reduce	the	water	content	

of	the	backfill.	This	reduces	potential	damage	

caused	 by	 freezing	 and	 thawing,	which	 can	

weaken	the	embankment.	

The	 work	 will	 start	 again	 in	 spring,	 once	

more	on	the	path	that	is	currently	closed	to	

pedestrians.

Estimated cost: 290,000€ 
Financed by the town with support from the 
State via the Fund for Prevention of Major 
Natural Disasters.

REINFORCEMENT OF THE EMBANKMENT
AT THE FOOT OF LA PLAGNE
Following the rise in water levels in 2015, the embankment under the built‑up area of the Pied de 
la Plagne neighbourhood suffered from big landslides right up to the Dérêches path, threatening the 
houses above.

   

GOATS ON OUR EMBANKMENTS!
You may have spotted them this 

summer, either above the aquatic 

centre or on the other slope around 

La Battante … This herd of around 12 

animals certainly drew the attention 

of holidaymakers!

It is a breed that comes from our 

Swiss cousins: the Valais Blackneck 

goat is a mountain species who, 

as its name suggests, is from the 

Valais region! Its coat makes it easy 

to recognise as it is black from the 

nose to behind the shoulders and 

white from there to the tail, with a 

very distinctive separation of the two 

colours!

This small herd belongs to Jean-Pierre 

BRON, a breeder from the Vallée de la 

Manche. The town invited his sheep 

to graze on the embankments so 

that they are naturally maintained. 

“All summer they fed on the grass 

as well as the undergrowth, where 

it would have been difficult and 

costly to use machines …” explained 

councillors Gilles BAUD and Guy 
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The	most	delicate	phase	was	the	future	of	the	380	tombs,	300	of	

which	were	 the	 object	 of	 a	 concession	 that	 had	 expired	 several	

years	ago.

The	families	of	those	who	had	died	were	contacted.	“This project 

raised many questions from the descendants, but once we 

answered these questions appropriately and we explained 

how we wanted to very sensitively move the relics and ensure 

their conservation, there were no major disapprovals. We were 

supported by OGF* whose representative, Jean-Henri BASSET had 

experience in matters such as these which are clearly outlined 

in law, especially as far as exhumation is concerned. At the 

end of November this first phase had been completed and the 

refurbishment work actually started well before then at the start 

of May …”,	explains	Gilles	BAUD	who,	along	with	Martine	PHILIPP,	was	

chosen	as	a	representative	for	this	project.

START OF THE WORK
Certain	 tombs	 were	 conserved,	 include	 those	 of	 war	 victims.	 A	

group	of	5	ossuaries	was	created	to	house	the	relics.	A	construction	

company	 built	 the	 stone	 walls,	 laid	 a	 granite	 slab	 and	made	 an	

entrance	 through	 the	 existing	wall	 for	 disabled	people.	 The	 gate	

will	 be	 put	 in	 place	 after	winter	 along	with	 shrubs	 and	 the	 area	

will	be	landscaped	with	lawns,	Japanese	stepping	stones,	public	

benches	and	even	a	pergola.	The	town	is	project-managing	and	

contracting,	according	 to	 the	 improvement	project	outlined	

by	the	Den	Hengst	landscape	designers’	office	(in	Thonon).	

The building site should come to an end in summer 2017.

REFURBISHMENT OF THE OLD CEMETERY
Since 2015, the old cemetery has been the subject of a major refurbishment project to restore the 

dignity of this place of remembrance, which is situated in the centre of Morzine.

WORKS

   

PERNET, both of whom are convinced 

of the advantages of using animals 

to control vegetation: they are free 

and efficient. Sturdy, medium-sized, 

frugal and very rustic, this breed is 

well adapted to the climate and the 

mountainous landscapes of Morzine.

We’ll be seeing them again next 

summer with maybe another alpine 

breed: the Valdotaine. A bit of variety 

that will please ramblers.

*OGF is a company of experts in funeral activities, 
especially in cases of technical and administrative matters 
where plot concessions have expired.
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NEW COUNCILLORS ELECTED
In	all,	7	children	were	elected,	4	of	whom	are	

from	Morzine	 (divided	between	public	and	

private	schools)	and	3	from	Avoriaz.	The	CME	

now	counts	15	members:	Léa	RODRIGUEZ,	

Lola	TABERLET,	Sarah	BUET,	Agathe	MICHEL,	

Maryn	 RODRIGUES,	 Arthur	 CHANEY,	 Erika	

DUCRETTET,	 Clotilde	 BOUVIER,	 Anaïs	

MARULLAZ,	 Candice	 DIZARD,	 Tony	 BUET,	

Laura	RODRIGUEZ,	Noé	VULLIEZ,	Léa	BORIE	

and	Lorenzo	PETITJEAN.

During	the	first	meeting	of	this	new	council,	

Valérie	 THORENS	 and	 Chloé	 BERGER	

explained	 the	 councillors’	 role	 and	 gave	

details	 of	 the	 projects	 already	 underway.	

Aware	 of	 the	 importance	 of	 their	 diet,	 the	

CME	 will	 continue	 working	 with	 Sophie	

DAGUENET,	 the	 nutritionist	 in	 charge	

of	 approving	 the	 canteen’s	 menus	 who	

has	 already	 been	 involved	 in	 creating	 a	

balanced	menu	and	addressing	nutritional	

requirements,	and	who	has	gone	over	 the	

menus	 suggested	 by	 the	 pupils.	 The	 aim	

is	 to	 include	 local	 and,	 if	 possible,	 organic	

products	in	the	menus.

The	council	will	also	work	on	the	“discovery	

path”	 project	 which	 starts	 at	 the	 Chemin	

du	 Renard	 and	 is	 financed	 by	 the	 CCHC.	

The	children	would	like	to	work	around	the	

theme	of	water	with	 the	aim	of	 creating	a	

path	 for	 schools,	 holidaymakers,	 guides	

and	families	where	they	will	find	signs	with	

explanations	 about	 the	 water	 cycle,	 the	

fish,	fishing	and	the	role	played	by	water	for	

sawmills	linked	to	La	Battante.

Multi-generational	 meetings	 were	 also	

mentioned:	an	afternoon	during	which	the	

older	 generations	 at	 the	 Floralies	 could	

share	activities	with	children	could	soon	be	

organised.

CHILDREN’S MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

STILL HARD AT WORK!
Put together in January 2016, the Children’s Municipal Council aims to teach citizenship through a 

democratic process (elections, votes, council meetings …). 

Placed	under	the	authority	of	the	Communal	Commission	for	

Educational	affaires,	the	CME	is	aimed	at	children	aged	9-11:	

their	 mission	 is	 to	 come	 up	 with	 projects	 that	 will	 benefit	

everyone	so	that	they	can	be	included	in	the	town’s	programme.

Just	before	the	school	holiday	in	October,	new	elections	helped	

strengthen	the	ranks	of	the	council.

From	its	beginning,	3	big	themes	were	chosen	in	order	to	focus	

the	children’s	ideas:

• School, leisure and sports

• The environment and solidarity (interaction	with	the	elderly)

• Events and communication

All	the	CME	members	met	at	the	town	hall	for	the	first	municipal	council	meeting	since	the	elections	
(Lorenzo	PETITJEAN	does	not	feature	on	the	photo)

TOWN NEWS

SENIOR’S MEAL
On	the	25th	September,	the	supervisors	of	the	community	social	action	association	joined	the	pensioners	for	their	traditional	annual	

meal	at	the	restaurant	of	the	Hotel	P’tit	Dru,	with	123	Morzinois	in	total.	The	director	of	the	CCAS,	Martine	PHILIPP,	accompanied	by	

her	colleagues	Gisèle	RICHARD,	Josette	PACHON	and	Geneviève	RICHARD,	gave	flowers	to	the	couples	who	attended,	in	recognition	

of	their	many	years	of	marriage.	

GOLDEN WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY (PHOTO)

Mohamed CHERAIËT & Claude
(born	Piquier),	married	on	the	5th	May	

1966,	André TARDY & Gilberte	(born	

RICHARD),	married	on	the	15th	October	
1966.

DIAMOND WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 
 Maurice DELAVAY & Yvonne

(born	RICHARD),	married	on	the	20th 

October	1956,	Jean-Marie Paul PERRIER & 

Yvonne	(born	TAVERNIER),	married	on	the	

17th	November	1956.
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HAUT-CHABLAIS NURSING HOME
SERVICES ALSO FOR THOSE WHO ARE HOMEBOUND
The nursing home looks after people who are dependent on its Saint Jean d'Aulps establishment. But 

they also offer other services for elderly people living at home.

As	they	get	older,	many	people	start	to	struggle	with	everyday	
life,	but	enabling	elderly	people	to	remain	in	their	homes	means	
they	can	continue	their	life	as	before,	free	to	do	what	they	want	
whilst	maintaining	all	their	reference	points	and	the	memories	
of	their	life	around	them.	Resources	have	been	put	in	place	to	
keep	elderly	people	at	home	and	to	help	their	families,	because	
looking	after	a	family	member	is	a	difficult	job	and	it	can	quickly	
tire	you	out.

DAY-CARE
The	 role	of	 the	day-care	 service	 is	 to	enable	helpers	 to	 take	
a	 break	 whilst	 those	 who	 need	 assistance	 can	 still	 enjoy	
activities	 that	may	help	slow	down	 the	progress	of	an	 illness	
and	 give	 them	 a	 social	 life.	 The	 day-care	 centre	 is	 open	 all	
year	round	on	Mondays,	Wednesdays	and	Fridays	from	10am	
to	 4.30pm	 for	 those	 suffering	 from	 Alzheimer's	 or	 related	
illnesses	 (disorientation,	 loss	 of	memory	 etc.).	 The	 person	 is	
looked	after	by	a	multi-disciplinary	team	consisting	of	nurses,	
medical-psychological	 assistants,	 a	 coordinating	 doctor	 and	
a	 psychologist.	 They	 will	 all	 work	 together	 to	 stimulate	 the	
patient's	 cognitive	capacities	with	manual	or	 leisure	activities	
adapted	 to	 their	 disability:	 memory	 games,	musical	 therapy,	
manual	and	creative	activities,	reading,	outings,	parties	…	and	
even	using	the	internet!

MEALS ON WHEELS 
This	service	helps	those	who	have	difficulty	doing	their	shopping	
or	 cooking	 food,	 by	 delivering	 balanced	 and	 varied	meals	 to	
their	 home,	 with	 menus	 prepared	 by	 the	 nursing	 home's	
nutritionist.		It	is	often	used	by	elderly	people	but	there	are	no	
age	or	income	requirements:	those	with	physical	disabilities	or	
reduced	mobility,	suffering	from	an	illness	or	recovering	from	

one,	and	those	who	live	in	an	isolated	area,	can	all	benefit	from	
the	service	…	it	also	helps	to	keep	an	eye	on	the	beneficiary's	
state	of	health.

Meals	are	delivered	before	lunchtime	5	days	out	of	7:	each	tray	
includes	 two	meals	 (9.20€	 for	both	meals)	 and	 the	weekend	
trays	are	delivered	on	Fridays.	You	can	order	as	many	trays	as	
you	want	during	the	week.

   

NURSERY SCHOOL
It's often called the "blue school". The nursery 

school used to have a blue façade which has just 

been renovated with the installation of a few 

grey plates…

Apart	from	the	facade,	the	insulation	has	also	been	

improved	by	 changing	 the	blinds	on	 the	windows.	

The	plexiglass	guardrails	on	the	top	playground	and	

the	staircase	have	also	been	replaced	by	protective	

railings. 21



TOWN NEWS

STAFF CHANGES
This year, Josiane COLIN and Jean-Paul PESCHAUD-FERRAND retired. In Avoriaz, Christophe RODRIGUES 
took up his position as the head of the town's technical services department.

CHRISTOPHE RODRIGUES
He	 took	 over	 Jean-Paul	 PESCHAUD-FERRAND's	 job	 last	

September	as	director	of	the	town's	technical	services.	A	native	

of	Thorens-Glières,	Christophe	RODRIGUES	already	knows	the	

Avoriaz	resort	well	as	he	worked	there	for	12	years	

at	the	Société	Lyonnaise	des	Eaux.	It's	thanks	to	his	

professional	certificate	for	sanitary	installation	that	

he	managed	to	get	this	very	technical	job.	Before	

working	in	Avoriaz,	and	still	for	the	water	company,	

he	 worked	 in	 Saint-Jeoire,	 then	 in	 Thonon.	 He	

wanted	 to	make	 this	 change	because	 real	public	

service,	working	for	the	local	authority	in	the	service	

of	the	general	public,	is	what	he	really	aspired	to.	A	

commitment	which	he	has	already	made	a	reality,	

as	 he	 has	 been	working	 for	 the	 fire	 brigade	 at	 the	Morzine	

centre	 for	 6	 years	 and	has	 attained	 the	 rank	 of	 corporal.	 In	

Avoriaz,	he	will	be	in	charge	of	a	team	of	12	full	time	staff	(with	

4	extra	seasonal	workers	in	winter).	He	will	be	in	charge	of	the	

maintenance	 of	 the	 buildings	 belonging	 to	

the	 town	which	 include	 the	 Tourism	office,	

staff	 accommodation,	 the	 day-care	 centre	

and	 the	 school	 for	 which	 he	 is	 already	

supervising	the	work.	Aged	40,	father	of	two	

girls	(Lola,	16	and	Maryn,	9),	he	lives	with	his	

partner	 Elise	who	works	 at	 the	 post	 office	

and	at	the	reception	of	the	technical	services	

department.	So	he	is	facing	new	challenges: 
C’est	donc	un	nouveau	challenge	qui	s’offre	

à	 lui  :	"but I have a very experienced team I can count on …"

JOSIANE COLIN
After	 starting	 her	 career	 at	 the	 Tourism	 Office,	 at	 the	
Tremplin	hotel	and	then	at	the	Intersport	sports	shop	in	La	
Hutte,	Josiane	COLIN	joined	the	town	hall	in	1977,	taken	on	
as	a	shorthand	typist	by	Francis	RICHARD	and	Léon	BOUVIER	
who	was	secretary-general	at	 the	 time.	During	her	career,	
she	took	on	several	different	administrative	jobs:	weddings,	
the	successive	censuses,	the	town	and	presidential	elections	
and	others	…	and	 in	recent	months	she	has	overseen	the	
cemetery	 landscaping.	 Josiane	married	Emile	and	has	 two	
children:	Laetitia,	a	newly-wed	now	living	in	Aix-en-Provence	

and	Kevin	who	lives	in	Lyon.

JEAN-PAUL PESCHAUD-FERRAND
Born	 in	Saint-Flour	 in	 the	Cantal	 region,	 Jean-Paul	 started	
off	 as	 a	 sheet	metal	 worker	 and	 coppersmith,	 a	 forester,	
and	then	was	in	charge	of	cross-country	skiing	at	the	Lioran	
resort.	He	 arrived	 in	 Avoriaz	 in	 August	 1990	with	 his	wife	
Michelle	and	his	children	Laëtitia	and	Tristan.	Recruited	by	
the	 then	Mayor	Francis	RICHARD,	he	became	 the	director	
of	the	resort's	technical	services.	After	25	years	of	packing,	

clearing	 snow,	 managing	 Saturday	 arrivals,	 organising	
rubbish	collections	and	DIY	for	all	kinds	of	events,	he	finally	
reached	his	retirement	last	September!	He	will	be	taking	it	
in	his	home	region	of	Auvergne	where	he'll	make	the	most	
of	his	family	home

Declaring beehives is an annual obligation for all 
beekeepers, starting with their very first beehive. This helps 
with the management of bee colonies, the knowledge we 
have of how bee colonies evolve and with obtaining European 
funding for the French beekeeping industry.

It must be done every year: all colonies must be declared, 
whether they are in hives, ruchettes or fertilization ruchettes.

info: http://mesdemarches.agriculture.gouv.fr

DECLARING BEEHIVES

22



MARRIAGES 

13th February 2016
Romain	REGIPAS	&	Marine	FORLY

1st April 2016
Clément	LAMOTTE	&	Pauline	LEVELEUX

10th May 2016
Benoît	HEU	&	Sophie	REIGNIER

14th May 2016
Pierre	JOURDAIN	&	Laurence	MATHIAS

21st May 2016

Ashley	EDWARDS	&	Perrine	HUCHEDE

Sylvain	FERRANDIS	&	Carole	SCHODER

28th May 2016

Alain	PREMAT	&	Dorothée	JACQUET

11th June 2016

Flavien	GADRET	&	Julie	CHIAPPETTA

18th June 2016

Nicolas	BARON	&	Anaëlle	RICHARD

2nd July 2016 
Thierry	MARCHARD	&	Véronique	SEGUIN

26th August 2016
Guillaume	BAUD	&	Estelle	DEFFERT

27th August 2016
Franck	BAUD	&	Aurore	THISS

27th August 2016 
Aurélien	GACHY	&	Claudia	LOPES	MARTINS

10th September 2016
Julien	COLMICHE	&	Delphine	ANTHONIOZ

28th July 2016
Jean	CHEVRIER	—	84	ans	

7th August 2016
Fernande	RICHARD	born	GAGNEUX	—	89	
Monique	BORDEAU	—	76	
14th August 2016 
Madeleine	TAVERNIER	born	BERGER	—	84	
19th August 2016
Albert	BURDET-BERTHOUX	—	84	
29th August 2016
Michel	VACHERAND	—	92	
1st September 2016
Denise	GALLAY	born	BAUD	—	92	

8th September 2016 
Dominique	LEJEUNE	—	62	

9th September 2016
Béatrice	MICHAUD	born	DUQUENNOY	—	55	
24th October 2016
Pierre	DION	—	93	
24th November 2016
François	BAUD	—	87	
30th November 2016
Maxime	LANTERNIER	—	85

13th March 2016

Marcel	BRULEBOIS	—	90	

19th March 2016 

François	BAUD	—	57	

22nd March 2016

David	VANBIERVLIET	—	44	

24th March 2016

Christian	MARTIN	—	69	ans	

25th March 2016

Simone	BAUD	née	CERETTA	—	78	

3rd May 2016 

Hubert	PLAGNAT	—	88	

24th May 2016

Jean	Pierre	CHAUPLANNAZ	—	70	

27th May 2016

	Jean-Louis	LEJEUNE	—	60	

1st June 2016

Gisèle	MUFFAT	née	GARNIER	—	85	

15th June 2016

Solange	GHAFSI	née	SIMONET	—	88

DEATHS

25th November 2015

Ivan	DABBADIE	—	37	

31st December 2015

Pierre	PEPIN	—	90	

4th January 2016

Pierre	BERGER	—	100	

15th February 2016

Roger	BAUD	—	90	

17th February 2016

Denise	PERRIER	—	70	

22nd February 2016

Frédéric	GOURGUECHON	—	54	

25th February 2016

Simone	MOURIN	born	BAUD	—	81	

4th March 2016

Andrée	FOURNET	born	JAŸ	—	93	

6th March 2016

Gaël	TRANVOUEZ	—	27	

9th March 2016

Cédric	LOUSTAUNAU	—	46	

Adèle PAGE

An
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riel BRON
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an LE PORT
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 PREMAT

Lou
is Roguet

Pie
rre BAUD

Jea
nne BLANC

Téo
 ROCHETTE

Léa
ne BAUD

 25/12/2015 — Théo ROCHETTE

to Julien & Charlotte GODIN

 14/02/2016 — Antoine GRANGER

to Nicolas & Aurélie ToFLANDRE

 26/02/2016 — Pierre BAUD

to Arnaud & Aurore TRAPPIER

 7/04/2016 — Adè PAGE

to Olivier & Lauriane MOIREAUD

 24/04/2016 — Oscar PREMAT 

to Sébastien & Angélique NOALHAT

 4/05/2016 — Morgan  PORT

to Romain & Jessy VALLIET

 13/06/2016 — Gabriel BRON 

to Sébastien & Anne VENOT 

 7/08/2016 — Juliette GUIBERTEAU

to Julien & Christel GUNTZ

 21/08/2016 — Louis ROGUET

to Sébastien & Pauline LEBAS

 6/09/2016 — Jason FLAVIEN

to Guy-Félix & Laetitia MARULLAZ

 14/09/2016 — Nathan GAYDON

to Ludovic & Mélanie PEILLEX

 7/11/2016 — Léane BAUD

to Guillaume & Estel DEFFERT

 16/11/2016 — Jeanne BLANC

to Hervé & Sandrine GRIVEL-ToLILLAZ

BIRTHS

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS
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Du 20 au 24 mars
SKI ALPIN : GEANT & SLALOM
SKI NORDIQUE : FOND SPECIAL & BIATHLON

L
E

M
A

G
’

JANUARY 2017

TUESDAY 21ST MARCH
18h00 : Opening ceremony in the Morzine Tourism 
	 	 Office	square

LOCAL LIFE

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
OF THE ALPINE CUSTOMS OFFICERS

From the 20th

to the 24th March 2017
ALPINE SKIING: GIANT SLALOM & SLALOM

NORDIC SKIING: SPECIAL CROSS-COUNTRY & BIATHLON

TUESDAY 23RD MARCH
— NORDIC SKIING: 

On	the	Erigné	piste	(Manche	Valley)

 12h15 : Ladies	Team	sprint	relay	

 12h45 :	 Men's	patrol	relay	

 13h30 :	 Medal	ceremony	in	the	arrival	area 

 18h00 :	 Closing	ceremony

— ALPINE SKIING

Pléney	slalom	stadium	–	ladies	and	men's	giant	slalom

 08h45 :	 First	departure		

 10h45	:	 Second	departure

 11h30	:	 Medal	ceremony	in	the	arrival	area

WEDNESDAY 22ND MARCH
— NORDIC SKIING: 

On	the	Erigné	piste	(Manche	Valley)

 09h00 :	 Ladies	5km	individual	freestyle

 09h30	:		Men’s	10km	individual	freestyle	

 10h30	:		Medal	ceremony	in	the	arrival	area		

— ALPINE SKIING

Pléney	slalom	stadium	–	ladies	and	mens	slalom

 18h30	:	 First	departure	

 20h15	:	 Second	departure	

 21h00	:	 Medal	ceremony	in	the	arrival	area

 21h15	:	 Torchlight	descent	and	resort	firework	display




